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Parliamo al telefono
(Suitable for Amici, Vol. 2, Chpt. 2

General comprehension at any time)
The following exercise will allow students to view a series of streamed videos of Italian commercials for the telephone service.  When students have accessed the website, they can click on the video screen to see each commercial.  Below each video screen is the entire text to help students understand the dialog.  
Go to: http://www.scudit.net/mdtelefono.htm
Have students answer the following questions related to each commercial:
Video 1

1. What does the prisoner say to request the use of a phone?

2. With whom does the prisoner claim to be when he is speaking to Mario over the phone?

3. What is the excuse that the prisoner gives for not going to see Mario in person?

4. Where is Mario going this summer?

5. What happened as a result of the prisoner’s last vacation?

Video 2

       1.   Who is Evervaldo?

       2.   Where did his name come from?  

       3.    For what is the prisoner waiting before      
he buys a new car?
Video 3

1. According to the prisoner, of what is his friend on the other end of the phone call clueless?

2. Why does the prisoner have a problem with his wife’s “carbonara?”

3. How does the prisoner keep in touch with his mother? 

A Young Italian’s daily routine

(Suitable after Amici, Vol. 1, Chapter 9.  Additional exercises for more advanced students after having studied the passato prossimo and the imperfetto  Amici, Vol 2 Chpt. 8)
The following activity offers a variety of exercises appropriate for students of various levels.  All exercises are based on a reading on the routine of a teenager from Rome.  Questions can be found immediately below the reading passage.
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Go to: http://www.scudit.net/mdado1.htm 

After reading the passage students of both beginning and intermediate levels should be capable of completing:


Rispondere alle domande (Multiple 
choice questions)

Completta il fumetto


Completa con (articoli)


Scegli la forma corretta

If beginning student also have a knowledge of some common irregular verbs they can respond to: Scrivere la forma del presente indicative and Guarda le immagini
Students who have studied the passato prossimo and imperfetto can continue to complete the following activities


Scrivere la forma del presente 
indicativo


Scegli fra passato prossimo e imperfetto


Scegli la forma coretta


Guarda le immagini

In Banca
(Suitable for Amici, Vol.2 Chapter 3.
Also appropriate for beginning students who know the numbers through 500)
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By studying the currency of a place students can learn a lot about the target culture.  The Euro which became the common currency of the 15 original members of the European Union in the 21st century speaks a great deal to the increased collaboration of the European states.  Although the paper money remains consistent throughout the EU, the coins differ.  Each coin has a common side which identifies its value and displays a map of Europe.  The other side of each coin bears an image of particular cultural significance to an individual country within the EU.  The coins minted in Italy along with images of the paper currency can be seen at the following website: http://www.nonsoloscuola.org/euro1.htm
Have students refer to the above webpage to answer the following questions:
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1. What is the coin of smallest value?  Which     color is it; copper, gold or silver?

2.  What is the coin of largest value?  What color is it?

3.  The Italian euro coins have images of famous landmarks or artworks.  Match the value of the coin to the following images:


The Colosseum of Rome


Castel del Monte, near Bari


A Sculpture by Umberto Boccioni


The Mole Antonelliana of Torino


The Statue of Marcus Aurelius in Piazza del Campidoglio


Leonardo’s “Vetruvian Man”


Botticelli’s “Birth of Venus”


Raphael’s portrait of Dante

Find out a bit of background on each image and try to explain why they are important to Italian culture.

4.  Can you determine from the images of the bills displayed what are the two common themes and why they are significant to the EU?

5.  The architecture displayed in the images represent various periods of history.  Match the period with the face value of the individual bills.


Modern


Gothic


Classical


Iron and Glass(Art Nouveau/Liberty)


Renaissance


Romanesque


Baroque/Rococo

How would you describe characteristics of the architecture for each period?  Can you give approximate dates for the various periods?  What was going on in Europe during those times?

Go to: http://finance.yahoo.com/currency?u 

1.  Using the drop down menus find out how much a euro is worth in US dollars

2.  Using the drop down menus reconfigure the exchange so you are indicating changing dollars to euro.  Now pretend you were going to travel in Italy and had $1,555.89 US to spend.  What is that worth in euro?

3.  You are shopping in Florence and wish to purchase the following items.  Using the converter, determine how much each item would be in US dollars:


a leather jacket at, €145,00 (note that 
   Italians use a comma where we use a 
   decimal point)


a pair of gold earings at, €89,90


a set of table linen for eight at, €112,50


a cell phone at €45,00


a gelato at, €2,00


a pair of Dolce and Gabbana sunglasses 
   at, €125,90


a painting of Piazza della Signoria at, 
   €355,00

an etto of biscotti di Prato at, €2,25

Mangiamo all’italiana!

(Suitable for Amici, Vol. 1 Chpt. 9)
November begins the official holiday season and thoughts turn to feasts of turkey and all the trimmings.  Of course, we know that although turkey is enjoying more popularity on the Italian table, it is not a typical Italian dish.  This activity appeared in our November, 2007, issue and met with great success.  We share it again in case you are a new subscriber or you have lost your old copy.  

Attenzione!  Some readers have experienced a problem with downloading the quiz results for printing.  If that happens to your students, just have them write out their answers on a sheet of paper.

Food and dining out (Chapter 9, Amici 1, Chapter 8, Amici 2 (review))

Instructions for Web Activity

1. Go to http://www.bdp.it/intercultura/buon_viaggio/index.htm
This activity uses a site by Rita D’Emido and software engineer, Andrea Federici and was written by collaborators: Casulli, Emidio, Federici, Gatti, Girotti, Lelli and Sassu.

2. Click on the “Casa” icon

3.  Click on the Alimenti icon

4.  Practice pronunciation of various foods by clicking on the following icons and when each opens click on the individual pictures that pop up. You will hear a native speaker say each item when you click the picture. Just repeat after the speaker.


- Carne


- Insalata
After each page 

- Dolce

click the back button


- Pasta

5.  Click the box labeled “esercizio” do the multiple choice questions [Really Easy] when you have done them all (10) a pop-up will tell you.  Click OK.  Your results will come up.  Click the word “Stampa” to print your results.  Put your name on the paper to turn in for homework credit.

6.  After printing click “Fine” and you’ll come back to the “Alimenti” page.  Click the juggling chef.

7.  Click the dialog balloons to hear what the characters are saying in the cartoon.  Click the little speaker icons next to the dialog lines to hear the individual lines of dialog.  Go through the dialog at least twice.

THIS DIALOG IS YOUR MODEL FOR YOUR SKETCH THAT YOUR SMALL GROUP MUST PRODUCE.  Obviously, you will change some of the lines.

8.  Click on the box labeled “Verifica.” This is a comprehension quiz like the previous one (#5 above).  Follow the same procedure

9.  You have now practiced your vocabulary and started your work for your group presentation.  Bring your two quizzes to class.

You will have a vocabulary test on foods in class.
An invitation from MVM Publishers

We invite our colleagues who use the Amici series to send comments and suggestions to the editors of “L’insegnante” at any time.  We’d love to hear about your successes and challenges.  We’d like to make this publication a forum of discussion for common needs.  Please forward your comments, questions, suggestions et al to:

info@mvmpublishers.com 

In the meantime, we wish you a warm and pleasant Thanksgiving holiday shared with family and good friends. 
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